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[
1 THE GOVERNVENT oF THE UNITED STATES OF AVERI CA
l[ o THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
o AND
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THE PARTIES TO THIS AGREEMENT:

. A,_..,._.M

CONSIDERING the International COSPAS-SARSAT Progranme Agreement
(ICSPA) signed in Paris by the United States of America. Canada,

'+ “the French Republie¢, andthe Union of Soviet Socialisct Repubhcs

. on .1 July 1988, which entered into force on 30 August 1988;

AWARE of the cocperation anong the United states of Aner| ca,

~ Canada, and the French Republic, through their operating
'AqenC| es, the National Oceanic and A tm)g heric Adm ni strat’ on,
f\; "NOAA, the National Search and Rescue Secret ariat, e sy e
Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales, CNES, ON the provision &h
worldwide satellite-aided alert and | ocation services for
"di stress and-safety;

' ‘RECOGNIZING the need for close coordination between the

Uniced States of Ameri ca, Canada, and the French ppnupllc in
ordertomeettheir responsibilities under the ICSea;

"HAVE AGREED A&FOLLOWS:

i
i
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by 4 Party to the 1Cspa: the National Cceanic an
‘Armospheric Adm nistration of the United States, the .

National Search and Rescue Secretariat Of Canada, and
the Centre National d’Etudes spatiales Of France.

"ICSPA" neans the_ International COSPAS- SARSAT Programme
Agreement signed in Paris by the United states, Canada,
t he French Republic, and the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics on 1 July 1988, which entered into force on
30 August 1988.

"pParty” means a State for which this Agreenment has

entered | Nt o force.

"platform* means the nounting upon which the repeater
units and receiver-processors and nenory units are

placed for flighr.

"Project Plan" neans the main instrunent for che:
implépen:ation of this Agreenent as required by
Articre 4. )

"Satellite Assembly" means the integrated combination of
repeater units, receiver-processors andmemory Units and
a platform unic.

“Unit * means an element contributed to the satellite
assenbly by a zarty to this Agreenent,

OCT-@3-199% 18: 35 FROM  NOAR/NESDIS-IAWASH DC TO 4272164 PlE&714
t
ARTI CLE 1
)
TIONS ';
- © "Cooperating Agency” neans the organi zati on designated
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ARTICLE 2 ;

‘ -
s
- EURPOSE OF THE AGREEMENT |
i

—~ i This Agreement ©stablishes the means by which the Parties shall
"', manage Crie SARSAT Space Segment ccnsistent With their coligacionsi
‘under the ICsSpa. i

L3

]
ARTICLE 3. :
GENERAL DESCRIpPTToN OF THE SBRSAT Spack SEGMENT |

“Under normal operating conditions, the SARSAT Space Segnent'
comprises at least 2 satellite assemblies €ach consisting ¢f

; three basic UNItS:

(a). aplatform moving i N | OW earth polar orbit as a
mounting for the ocher units;

(b} areceiver-proceggoyr ANd MENOry unic designed to

receive, process and store sSignals ecei ve&on
406 MHz f%l’ retransmission; ant

(e) a repeater unit relaying radi obeacon signalg on
121.5, 243, and 406 Mz frequencies.
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ARTI CLE 4 '
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTIES :

i .1 Each Party shall determine' its contribution to the SARSAT :
» . Space Segment.

4.2 Each Party shall contribute at leastoneofthe basic units
of the SARSAT Space Segment.

4.3 Each Party shall contribute. to che SARSAT Space Segment on a
| ong. term basis.

. ey r—— e o o

./ 4.4 Theinitial contributions of the Parties to the sarsaT Space
. Segnent, under normal operating conditions, are as follows:

United States ot America 2 platforns

Frarice 2 receiver-processors
and 2 memory units.

Canada 2 repeater UNi ts

" 4.5 In the event of a change in the contribution of a Party,
- that Parry shall notify the other Parties.

4.6 The Parties agree chat there shallbe aProject Plan that:
‘ sets out t he: :

(a} anticipated launch schedul e; _
(b} schedules and requirenents for satellite assemblies; ;
{c) pre- and post-launch testing responsibilities; and

(d) wor ki ng procedures for inplenentation and updating,, as
necessary .

4.7 ' Mdifications to the Project Plan shall be nmade by consensus
of . the Cooperating Agencies. N

T
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4.8 THEUNITED STATES OF AMERICA shall:

la) provide or arrange for spaceon platforms which will
accommodate t he SARSAT units i N accorciance withr the
specifications and scheduling contained in : re >rojece
Plan; '

(b) be. responsible for the integration of the SERSATuUni%s;

(c) manage Oor arrange for'opsration ofplacforms and be..
.. responsible for the acquisition, yse and distribucion Of
telemetry data; and

(d) advise Parries regarding any, significant foreseeable
change i n the procurenent and |aunch schedul e included

in the Project Plan, and discuss the consequences of !
this change with the other Parties so as to agree on any

steps to accommbdat e it.
4.9 .. CANADA shall

(a) provide Repeater Units designed to meet the
spllpeci‘fica:ions and scheduling contained in the Project
an;

(b) provide assistance in the integration of the SARSAT:
units;

{c) be responsible for the post-launch tests ofzhe Repeater
Units;.

e e ab— e ek

(d). be‘r‘e'sponsi'ole for themanagemenc, operati ons, gnd
monitoring of the RépeaterUnits.as defined in the
Project Pl an; and

(2) advise Parties re=garding any significant foreszeable.
change, in che procurenent anddelivery schedule included

"in ‘the Project Plan, and di scuss the consequencss of :
this change with the ot her Parties so as to agree on any i
steps to accomodate it. =
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i4.10.  ERANCE shall
r,\' " (a) provide Receiver-Prccesscr and Menory Unite cesigned to

meet the specifications and scheduling contained jp the
Proj ect plan;

(b) ‘provide assistance in the integration of the sarsar
units:

(c) be reésponsible for the 'post-launch testsofthe
| Receiver-Processor and Menory Units;

J T

(d) be responsible for the managenent, operations, ang - :
monitering of t he Recei ver-Processor and Memory Units as
defined in the Project Plan; and

i SR whhes v

(e} advise Parties regarding anysignificant foreseeable :
phan%e in the procurenent and delivery schedul e included !
In the Project Pian, and di scuss the consequences of-
this-change With the other Parties se asto agree on any
steps { 0O accommnodace |t.

a———n s e

ARTI CLE s
FINANCIAL MATTERS

- panh -

e aemy emrme

f\:, ! Bach .Party, in conform t)(WI th its domestic funding precedires.
: and subjectcothe availability of appropriacted funds, shall be
‘fully responsible for financing all costs asscciatea Wit;? ..g i
contribution to the saRsAT Space Segmenc. :

e e m e wbinmse b e o e e e s
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ARTI CLE 6
STRUCTURE

6.2

The' Cooperating Agencies shall be responsible for cthe
:I';rrlxpl'ementa:ion Ofthis Agreenent and approval of the Project
‘an.

The Cooperating Agencies shall, on request, consulz with
each other on matters arising fromthe impiementation Of
this Agreement.

The Cooperating Agenci es shall dssignace their respective

poi nts of contact for the implementaticn Of che Project
Plan.

ARTICLE 7

LIMBILITY

The Parties Shall not nmake clains or kring actions agai nst

each ocher for irnjury, dammges or financial |osses arising
out of activities, orlack trherecf, pursuanc CO this
Agreenent .’

In the event of damage not nentioned in 7.1 for which there
i's liapilicy under international |aw, including the
Convention ON Intervational Liability for Damage Caused by
Space Objects, the Parties will consulc promptly With a view
to considering equitable sharing of any paynments chat have
been or may be agreed to in setclement.

The Parties accege no liability coward users of the SARSAT
Space Segment Or any third parcty, particularly as regards

any claims for Injury, dama/ges or financial |0SSeS rthar mav
arise fromehe use cf the SARSAT Space Segnent. Parties

will cooperate With a Vview to protecting themselves from any
potential cl ai ns,

. LAl 4t Mo e e W R W
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ARTI CLE 8
SELTLEMENT OF DIS2UTES
}=~ 8.1 Any dispute concerning the interpretation or impiemencation

' ! . of this agreement should be settled by negoriations berween
: or anmong the Parties concerned.

8.21f a settlenent cannot be reached by such negotiations, the ‘
dispute may, if the affected rarties SO agree, be reterred
.eo arbitration,.

ARTI CLE 3 i
ACCT N

& State' may accede to this Agreement and thereby assume
_respongibilicy for che contribution ofa basic unit of =he
existing SARSAT Space Segment, provided it does so in agreenent
“with 'the Party currently providing tthat basic unit and in
“consultation With the other Parties.

[T

ARTI CLE 10
WITHORAWAL
| ,“1:0.1 A 'Party may withdraw fromehis Agreenent.
/_\102 A Party intending CO W thdraw shall notify the other

Parties tothat effect. suchr withdrawal shall take
effect one year after tie date Of receipt Of ,
notification by the other parcties, or at a | acer date:
to be agreed by che Parcies.

10.3 A Party intending tO wichdraw froni this Agreement shall
erideavour to ensure continuity of itsexisting
contribution to the space Segnent and, in thac respect,

shall sonsulc wich the other Parcies to detarmine
adjustments in their respective responsibilities. :

10
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ARTICLE 11
AMENDMENTS
15 A SR Amendments Lo this Agreement may Ce proposed &/ uny
‘Party.
"“'{1.2 - An amendment shall enter into force cn un agreed date
C after 51gnature by the Goverpment of the Unizsd Staies.
of America, the Government Of canada, and the Sovermmen:

cf the French Republic,
ARTI CLE 12

s

,{Thefcovernﬁénc ofthe French Republic is depositary of
.this Agreemert

ARTICLE 13

e TNT = [ n T

+13.1 . This Agreement shall e open for signature vy th
- Government of the United States of America, the
Government of Canada, and the Government 2f the Frencr

: L Republic. -
¢ : N
t 13,2 This Agreemencsnall enter inco ferce ¢n tne sixtieth
o~ day £9llowing the date on Which the Parcties nave signed
'ff‘\‘ the Agresemenc.
H
: S L3.3 The Memorandum of Understanding signed cn 27 sSeptembe:
‘ 1984 among the Naticnal Sceanic and ftmespheric
Adminisctration (NOAA) ¢: the United States and ihe
Daepartment of Natiocnal Tsfence (DND) of Zanada spnd zhe
Centre National d’'EZtudes Spatiales (C¥ES! =: France
Concerning Cooperaticn in a Search and Rescus Jatallice
‘Cy tem shall be terminated when this Agreement =ntersg
rln:o ferce.
‘13.4 ,This Agreement Shall remain in force urncil 30 August.

2003, and shall be extended automatically for successive
‘periods of five years unless terninated as provided for
in Article 19.
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ARTI CLE 14

- -~ v [ o)

IN WTNESS WHERECF, the undersigned have signed this Aéfaement:

DONE at WASHINGTON , in ctriplicate, ¢$BPTEMBER 11 a S 1998
in the English and French languages, .each text being equally ‘
authentic.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERICA:

FOR- THE GOVERNVENT OF CANADA:

Ve

.FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLI C:

s
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